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If something is lost thcn"it·is searched for. If something 
is not lo�t then there is no search. So we a� searching for 
somet�ing·· that· is lost and· t·hat is the significance or leys. . . . ; . . 

To plot .individual leys from maps· is an e�e;pcise in join­
ing prehistor-ic sites by pencilled straight lines. To go out 
into· the. countrysid� and note additional _evidence ·ts very_ 
worthwhile in seetn.g the ley brought from paper.. : to the third 
dimension,bu t is not quite enough. We must use more than our 
penGils and our eyeso We must also use our minds. We must think 
about what we already know� or leys"and mull it over in our 
minds. We mus.t. consider� .the views or others. We must share our ,. . . :!.' '. _ __ _ : : . . .. 
knowledge • . -,�hin.k, think, t_hihk. . . . , 

. . . · - --· ·-· · · ·- · .. 
· Tt ··wa·s· 'a ·i/ision which·· r·evealed ·to Alfr·ed Watki-ns the _exis­

·tertce·· or· 1eys ... But what· ·d f . . their full purpose? To discover· this, 
do: we need ·a:·nother visi.ontor' will rational ·thought and/or 
intut tion· be ·sufficient-?·(.:-· ' 

I hope that in 1970 we aan shed a great deal ino.re light 
into. the .. s-uoje_qt� . . . 'r.hou,gh still wishing to include articles on 
individual leys and areas . through wh] .. ch they run I would wel­
come other ley hun_ters adding their �b.eliefs as to the11r pur­
pose of leys. Howev-er -sp--eculative an .. �·article may be it could 
well be later proved to be o:r· enormous significance. 

So I wish to suggest a number of subjects and themes 
which I would like to cover in the magazine. I hope readers 
will be prompted to contribute-articles on these points and 
any others they wish to raise. 

. 

·.- ... TO' what use '·could leys be put·- for national benefit, 
PE?r'sonaj· b·erie:fit,-or in· .. a negattve- way�militarily. 

• '• • • I ' -- ,, ... ..J, • 

* If · leys have .a connection with a form of. current tben· 
hqwr can this be ;.proved.? How could it be ·-r�gulated by prehis­
toric ma�? How high and wide could this force stretch? 

*.Qould 1e�sibe E.S.P. transmitters? 
· · * What: evidence ··is there that leys may be connected with 

geological fault .lines - both being asso9iated with pronoun­
ced- magnetic aqtiyity? . 

... A successful identification· of a ley with orthoteny. 



* Physical effects of leys upon people - visions,humming in 
tp.e he§l�d, or other sensations - and possible ca-use.�'::·:��:<. __ �,-;_ _ _ __ _ .. . 

. 

� 

. 

. . . 
* Possible conp.ection bE3tween dowsing,g;ttosts,witchcraft (or 

other inanifestattonf:3'' of the sup-ernatnra� ) and folklore� 
* An explanation of cup and ring marks. 
* An explanation of rocking·stones r like those at Brimham, 

Yorkshire,which an 18th. Century parsbn believed symbolised 
the emblem of life and a supreme_. b·eing • 

.. . � . � . . . . . 

. .Also I hope to devote space each ... month to · building up a 
bibliography of�:books and. arttcl�s dealing with leys. With 
the co-operation ot .readers.! hope to be able to entirely 
cover· inform�tfon coll�cted on the subject. -Useful data would 
include titl·e,_8:uthor,publisher or magazine '-n which publish­
ed.,dat·e _fo,r .. article _ or year ·of book, and bl'ief synopsis • 

.. /' ... .. . . .. 0 • • •.• 

Subscriptions:As a subscriptio'n rrms· out each subscr1:per 
--will· rec .. eive· -�a r-eminder W•i th-:�·t'he 1·ast issue- to have been paid 
:f'or. __ <No money·· should. <be. s·end until a remfnder is received. 
With· the magazine�'·:s ·:ruture:·�:how .· assured,"providing of co-q.r�e t�at 
in general suhscriptions are renewed, I can now:i offer subscri­
ptio.nq .for _eith�.r s.ingle issues,a ��three-month or six-month 
eubscription. · · 

• r· 

T.HE WAY�THE .TRUTH AND THE 
LIGHT 
.:t>y- .. 

TONY WEDD ----

Where the. aricie·nt Tcknield-' ·way cross-es 'S'tane Street there 
•-• once stood a, Roy. Stone,giving its name to the modern 
mark;et stone,untU somebue:ybody moved it out of the traffic .• 
In .. dol.rig_ this ,�hey br.oke, an old tapoo, though I doubt .. if they·. 
lost any ·sleep on -that a:ccount. They moved it out of -truth. 

There is a somwhat similar-stone near Brecon,which was 
photographed by Mr John G. Williams, in 1959,with a colour 

. 

camera,_whil·e· 'a fri-end also t <?�k a· picture fn b
_
lack _and whit�;.:. 

"Both pictures came out with a fogged band acro-ss them .in 
the samE?-�.p:tac--e. My· picture was takE:n tn colo·l.lE and the- fog 
band was dark blue-black. This led me to surmise that some­
thing in the stone was spoiling the picture,a kind of ultra­
violet light. . ... 

• 



flte/IV 
nsinceli've had many more examples of the same phenomenon. 

Most; if' not· ali;standing stones. co
.
ntain quartz,a crystal sim­

ilar.�to that_�sed with the cat�s whisker in early wireless 
receivers. T b�lieve most stones would:-show the f'og ef'f'ect if' 
systematicallY photographed. I now think the stones form. the 
gigantic power network,though I cannot guess :Cor what purpose," 
Mr William� was quot�d as saying in the Daily Telegraph of' 
September 23, 1968. · 

May I hazard that the Roy Stone in its former position may 
have served to focus or-rectify some earth power,some magnetic 
currents? The object.ion to moving it would then not be just a 
surveyor's.objection to,the removal of' his sighting marks,but 
an electrician's objection to having his juice switched off'. 
The next time any such- stones are mbved,it�would ·be valuable 
to photograph them carefullY before and af'ter,to see if they 
oniy.function at one particular site and not at another. 

- -
:.I have regarded stand.:ing stones in this. light ever since 

seeing a .photograph by G • . Hunt Wil-liam9on of'. a flying· saucer 
hovering above a_ certain: rock on the Marcahuasi plateau1which 
he .said was audibly humming in. the sunshine like. a generator. 
The saucer,he maintained,was recharging it·s batt�ries. And in 
"T:P.e Secret of' the Andes, '' Dr Will iamson recorded: "Whi 1 e it is 
true tha_t our brothers from space ·will teach us much in a New 
.Age9they also t ell us that it is f'ar better if' we regain once 
more· the so-called:. lost knowledge of' the Earth's Golden or 
Saturnian Age,when men spoke with the gods and with the angels. 
'l'hey tell us that such knowledge is our .. true herttage,and 
bel·ongs to all Truth-seeking men of' Earth." 

· .  sinc·e studying· Joan Grant and 'Denys Kelsey's book "Many 
Lifetimes, "and Dr'··J'9nathan Rodney's "Explorations of' a 
Hypnot 1st 9 "I have be·gun. to und'erB�tand why it. is "far better." 
r-am convinced .that we can tap bac:k into a far memory to 
recover·, knowledge that. we once. ha,d. · Dr Rodney had. a quite 
edifying talk on.astronomY given under hy-pnotis by_ a gf.rl 
whq appeared to have regressed to an .earlier lifetime when, 
as a man9she had studied. the subject thoroughiy. Surely you 
and I and ·the womal)._ who comes in to do the· cleaning may have, 
locked :.�wa-y somE?whe're,the details of' that "purpose" of' the 
standing_-�.tones which eludes Mr W�lliams. Is it not time to 
get togetheri a community of' friends .. to seek, us'ing some. s_uch 
method as Dr Rodney's,the outlines· of' that lost technology? 

A c.ontactee i�orme me that navigation by the o ld leys 
is dif!"1cult nowadays t•or a flying saucer, because · the 1·eys 
are· in poor shape. Railway lines are far easier,which r,as 
a former R.A.F.,pilot can well appreciate. 

B:U .t I do not think of the leys as merely a product of 
the_dodqyrnan,surveyor. Egerton Sykes,f'6rmerly of' the Old 
Straight' Track Club,comments that they make no sense· as 
pedlars' tracks - "They reallY mark the location of' mag­
netic 9urrents." 



Mr · 8yke3 1s not· particular:Iy inter.e:s.ted ,-.in UFOs 9b.ut. what 
ne says is corr.oborated by Buck Ne1son1who ro&.e in one: "The 
Space Men te11 me that .:t.he· places where the magnetic �ur:r- .. 
ents cr�oss is comparable: to a cross roads s.ign. The cli.rrentf? 
or 1 ines of fore e are named and Ilfumb er ed· • .  " · · · 

The notable power house. to . seek in this respect is ' 
Stonehenge I - the old circle of bluestones which were 
brought from PrescellY Mountain in South Wales9on a· 250..;.. . 

. Jtlile ·journey ,although far larger stones,9used for Stonehenge 
· i�I, Y'iere available quite close at hand .• Were the bl uestones 
· ·oetter endowed with quartz crystals, as transistors for Earth 

power'? Wa�. the site· a. speciallY appropriate one? 
. 

On visiting Stoneh�nge in 1 967 I dtscover�d a connection 
between the Aubrey Holes,the. Y-circle and the innermost 
blues.tone horseshoe (horseshoe magnets concentrate the field 
of force) . There are 56 Aubrey or X-holes. Joining up every 
.s-ixteenth hole and every twenty-fourth'· gives· two seven-point 

. stars,the one marking the Y.:...circle,the other- the horseshoe • . 

T have no doubt for a moment· that ·this S·even-point star. ts .. 
· 
·_q_u'tt"e intentional ,and I know· it to be .re113vant to. the spac.e . 

· ·-c.echno_logy ,f'or instance· tn the De Land Magnetic. Control. .. 
($ee � '�lying Saucer Pilg

_
r'image,-"by B:ryant and Helen .Reeve� •. 

S-tonehenge ·iS. so located that the. ahgle of the Midsummer 
sun is 51�0 .E· of N,one-seventh of' the�_360° ctrcte,to one- . 
twentieth( .of' a de�ree! 

·· This· ·v/ould seem to emphasise tll.e meridian, North and South, 
such as Mr Williams· :found· to be the case with 200 other sit�s, 
as.sociat�d. wi·th King Arthur and the Pole Star. At Stonehenge, 
I foura.d· · -t.he. ;m.eridian to: be quite as. important as the sU.n 
,a·l±gnment .•.. <Knop :Hili marks it to the North. · · · · · 

'.A1�red·· Watkihs noted fo� leys r�ritng thn-ough Stoneh�hge, 
thre·� of wh1ch·r.take the liberty o:f calling. the;.Prescel L�.Y, 
the Grove tey! arid ·the Quar Ley •· As to the . Nor.ther.iy one 91 · 
w::l's p1;1zzied.�� rvta,tk:i:ris takes Tan Hil l as his mark, 9° W of 'N. 
B;�t t_·here. ts.Rybury-·camp 10° w of' N,Silbury . Hill 5�0 w of . N, qnd .. ,';_this .. fine touches the camp at Casterley, which gives 
a:oot{le� name,�nd then there's Avebury,4.;:0 W of N. I visited 
tpe site to f?ort out- the d:ifficul ty. Standing prominently . 
on; the:� skyline·>to 'the South·tay Rox Hill ClumP :the exact, 
rneridiEni was. marked.,,· · · · 

�: · To. furth�r.'·emp_ha .. sfs.e ·the· impQr,ta;nc·e ·:of · this mark, I 
foUnd it · pla:yed a par·t t.p estab1ishing ·a m}dd'ay clock for 
Stonehenge III, the one,.you may rememl;>er, whfch ;. is ·est i�at.ed 
to·, ha.v(3 c�a,.) led for .. 1, 500,000. man-days. t_o build: They worked, 
one ·imagines, in·· the · winter when sledging ov·er fr·ozen ground 
was easie:r,and :�e.nt:·nome. to grow' a brie:f.crop. o:f'.s·ummer o�rts 
upon their strip;·'lynchets.. 

· · · · · 

· 
· ··c·, ·· 

Why,one wonders,is the mark not called ·Rocks . Hill? 



rr:ne clump is mostly of "beech.? out_ a1s9 carries Af?p9 Elm , 
Elder .9 Yew 9Box.9·Hornbeam9 Holly, Ivy, Sycamore;-Prtvet·, May and 
Wiliowo I :fancy it · is an old

.
Ceitic Grove9plantect with the 

13. trees of the tree calendar,which- were also the hames of" 
the Beth-Luis-Nion alphabet letters • .  

Peeping through the space · in the_Southernmost trilithon 
I could just see Rox Hill Clump_ in th� n�rrow slit Which 
closed against stone numoer i1o In fact the Slit was so 
exactly sized that one could place _ones'elf exactly ·on -the 
meridia,n inside the trilithon horseshoe �.nd ,ob.s.erve a. little 
trtangle of sunshine _pass acros s the_ line at mi.d:day 9 sl.anting 
down between stones 53 and 54.. I c.ould go to Stonehenge and 
set my watch by that transit at the meridian,and riot "be 
above five minutes out. 

· 

I further. reali-sed that I stood exactly at the right 
plac.e to r·ead ·the-. "inscription11 on sarsen 5-69 s�t paral-lel 
to a vein in the st-one sloped exactly at 45 .. Did the 
Stonehengers take that 45° Sun angle as the "beginning and 
end'ing of th�eir summer holidays?. There is, ari axe-dagger­
axe sign9 the cutting tool sandw'iched "between:· t .. N �oash.J.ng 
tools9 just aoove the veinn Was this to say that reaping 
was to be sandwiched h etw een r-ock oashing9 say :from 7th o ­
Apr_.il to 7th. Septe_mber?_, The 45.? angle. was the one ca1-endr,:+ 
rical measurement a Stonehenger could make back home9by 
watching the Lhadow of a wand set in the groUnd. 

' . . . . � . . . 
Now. I.contend tha.t a. discov.ery. of, that sort- may reallY 

hark back. to. a far memory •
. 
:Haoi ts acqui-red in a former 

lif.etime -p,uli one back .. to. tha·t tril.ithon,to .. peep through 
at the clumpo. Why has nob:ody ·tn authority associated. Rox: 
Hili with the ·stonehenge, complex? Why has the writing not· 
been assoc ia.ted. with the 45° s1an:t ing. vein?� Perhaps · -

"because no one has got'' around to -f,eeling. himself" into the 
spirit of the place,intuiting his . way around imaginatively, 
as i:f he had;_ been· there befbre; in ·other times :they set 
about it:"·too intellectually.··-Here was-· the Way9the· Truth 
and- the· Light,�.:Ylmist-akeably ! And what else are t�ey out 
the c���s to the old9golden age t�chfiolo�y? 

· 

REVIE{Il 

. .. � .  ! .. · . ' . • 

. ;._ l . 

11 THE VIEW OVER
, 

.A.TLANTIS 11 

· 

According to John Michell,leys are of".a geograph�p�l, 
geometriGal_,asbro�omica1,as·trolbgica1. and spiritual· natu­
ren· 'T'hey reveal the course o:f currents_ al?ove and below . 
the earth, s sur:face - currents a:f:fecting gravity' currdents 
connected w i th geological :f�ult lines,viens of" ore an 

b­
subterra nean ·streams - mapp1ng out the presence:o:f a su 

tle form o:f magnetism. 



1 ' r1 

:·The :prehistoric s·it·es they link are sited ()Ver centres of' a.ccumulation and transmission of' ·e ne rgy and whose :forms are .mod.ell ed upon .positions or natures of' celestial bodies. . 
In "The Vi

,
ew Over Atla�tis", John Mi chell concludes that-' ade:pts of' the ancient world recognise d the existence of' some f'orc·e ·.or · current:.f:of whose potential we are now tgnorant , and they discovered the form of :natural scienc,e by whtch it 

could·be manipulated. By its· use they gafneddirect insight 
int f�und,amental questions ot; philoso:phy, and the nature o:f 
God ·.�nd the univer�e, anq. the . r.elationship between life and 
deatho Prehistoric c1.v.t11zation was :founded on the univer­
sal control of' these invisible currents and fields of' gra­
vity and elecro-magnetic energyc 

The author "begins by stating the case against leys;that 
there could have bee n  no reason in prehistoric times why the 
country should have be e n  neasured and marked out in this 
wn.y !I a:rid anyway such a thing was anyhow impossible. 

As· he 'says: " It contradicts all our assumptions about 
the natu.re of prehistoric; lif'e�" 

He adds that many people have stated . that chance alone 
will provide many examples of prehistoric sites on a given 
straight lineo But in a vast number o:f cases this appears 
utterly remqte. 

· 

As :for there being simply roads,Michell draws attent­
iom to the f'act that they f'requent1y chos.e di:ff'icult 
routes - n.cross peaks, lakes and bogs - and Alf'red Watkins 
himself',according to Michell,had never.been entirely sat­
isf'ied that leys were �lways old roads .. He suggests Wat­
kins may.have suspected a deeper signif'icance, and gives a 
reason f'or Watkins not having :pursue d any other course than 
to regard leys as tra�e routes. · 

Watkins·, who ex-perienced an insight . .into the ley system 
while.ridirig across the Bredwardine Hills, is hailed as "an 
honest· visionary who saw beyond the bounds· of' his time . u 
The b� ok gives an intere sting account of' Watkins's lif'e and 
history of' the 01d Straight· Track Club. 

Watkins saw the .system as be ing gr·eater than mere1y 
peculia to Britain. Michell agrees that it is universal 
and concludes tha.t the earth's natural magnetism was: 
known thousands of' years ago, and provided e nergy and ins­
piration for the civilization. of' that time. 

Michell also deals with celestial e nergy and 1ts join­
ing With terrestrial e nergy. From discussing .the Great 
:pyramid and it�S'' numerical ass oc ia t ions . (revealed in _ge m­
a:tria,the science ·which gives numbers to l'ettersJ �Michell 
states:"The.pjramid .b:elongs above.all to Mercury or Her-··". 
mes,called .. by .the ·:Egyptians Thoth, the quicksll_V<er· deity .· . 
that hovers over the straight tracks and _standing $;tones. "  



He -goes-,on---to point· ·out that the early Christian .gnos­
�lCS identified-this god with the Holy Spirit. Mfche ll 
conpludes _tl).at the pyramid was in :fact an instrument o:f 
alchemy .:- shown-by its numbers and the ·principles they 
represent:that it was built to create a :r·usion of' ·two 
elements,cele stial and terrestrial - an instrument of' 
inspi.ratiori .- where the m.arriage of' heaven and earth, took 
place1givingbirth to the spirit o:f God in men. Woodhenge 
also being' laid ·out under the sign. of' Mercury. 

Various pre histori.c sites· such as Woodhenge, Stonehenge 
and Glastonbury are dealt with· geometricallY in great det­
ail:so too is mediaeyal Lich:field Cathe dralo That the bas­
is bf a forgotten sys.tem o:f building p1aces .of worship and 
sanctity on ene rgy centres�a·nQ. giving them harmonius prop­
ortions in accordance with :figures in magic squares, should 
have stretched into mediaeval times and then been lost is 
remarkable. The sites . of .early.qhurches were directed by' 
divination,and clergymen,with modern churches might be up­
set by Michell's comment:" our:older churches are still 
capable of' use as precise instruments for spiritual invoc­
atiort�many o f  those built in modern time s are nothing more 
than empty halls." Empty hall .maybe,but e ve n  the olde r  
churches with spiritual significance have vastly depleted 
congregations today. 

Miche ll supports-the thoory of past civilizations 
which could have ·b e e n  wiped out instantly and choose s  
as evidence the well-known. case of' mammoths f'rozen with 
undigested grass in their stomaches and the supposition 
that the pyramids are not e ssentiallY Egyptian in nature. 
From such f'limsy "evidence" he supposes Atlantis disapp­
eared. in a cataclysm� yet never stating its possible f'or­
mer whereaboutso 

He uses such an occurrenc.e to suppo'se this was· the 
moment when the truth about· spiritual e ne rgy became c·_on­
f'used· and superstition began. Men then iost'use of' certain 
facultie s,now dormant,such as. a hightene d state of'_per­
ception aii1:ounting almost to a furthe r dimension o:f vis­
ion allowing instinct-ive knowledge o :f  where the current 
of' vi tal ene rgy passe s through. the earth's magn�tic f'_ie l d. 

Yn "The-Flying Saucer Vision," his .previous book,Michell 
discussed dragon. legends and associate d. them with the 
landing of' UFos ; but in, this boo k  he ass-ociates them sole ly 
with the " dragon pulse " or lines of' ene rgy. The dragon 
being a symbol of' magnetism,not a•physical UFO� In f'act 
UFOs are discusse d in only a f'raction of' the book's 218 
pages,and f'or all �he hYJ)otheses f'orwarded f'or the possible 
purpose ·or leys 9 orthote ny;._ .:r.eceive s  only fleeting mention. 
Miche ll does not seem to --_h,ave f'ound the approach to leys via 
UF0s a :f'rui tf'ul .one, and t_liis must be hote d ·i-n the light o f'  
this being _a· f'ar more thoVightful and better researched book 
- with f'ewer·pyrotechnics - than his previous one. This is 
without doubt the most important book ·or 1 969. 



o. 
John Michell reveals mueh new information on leys,but 

as. vvith everything, the more we·-:know, the more we realise 
how 1 i ttle ·we _kno.w··· Each revelation suggests several :fur­
ther voutes· 0:f inquiry. We are -s-till :far :from understand­
ing the :ful-l magnitude o:f the ley system. 

To quot e· Mic)lell : "As at the castle o:f the Grail King 
certain tpings ·must be asked . b�:fore . the_ spell is broken, so . . 
must .. the· right questions be found to. lift the veil that 
hides the :form and spirit o:f. the .landscape. "  

This is the purpose o:f The Ley Hunter;to decide the 
questions - ·and :find the answers. · 

. :' .. . . ··� * "T:h.e View Over Atlantis '� Distributed by . Garnstone 
Press :for Sago Press. . Garns,tone Press, 59 Brompton : 
Road, London S.W.3. Cost 35/-

** A brief account by John Miche.l-1 of the basic .inform­
ation in the .above book9particularly in connection with 
Glastonbury , is contained in an article in "Glastonbury: . 
.A Study .in Patterns." The book also deals with Glas.tonbury 
being R possible megalithic observatory, the Somerset Zodiac., 
geologica_l and archaeological background of Glastonbury ,9the 
Secret of the Grail,proportion of the abbey,etc., It also 
includes a pull-out map of the .zodiac .• It. is available at 
£1 1s. 1 0d. ,including postage,from tJie Research Into Lost 
Knowledge Organisation, 36 College Court·, Ilammersmi th, W. 6 • 

+++t++++ 
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. _.,... -P o Sc reet on--

++++++++ 
++++++++ 

A SOMERS_ET LEY HUNT. 

:-by-
Jimmy Goddard 

. . . . 
During our stay in Glastonbury in early :July,Miss- Bar- · 

bara Crump very kindly took my fianc ee and myself·to see 
some- of the · interesting ley sites· in the area • . Proceeding 
from GlastonbU!lY _:the We1ls road runs stratght for a mil e ; 
this was l ater· found to aTign to the south with Dundo'n 
Hill (head of the Gemini or Orion figure of the Somerset 
Zodiac),and to the north with a tumulus ne·ar Priddy:,a 
crioss-roads in West Ha rptree , ahd a piece of straight t-rack 
near Bristol. In _Gl�stonb1frY the line skirts the base of 
Chalice Hi11._ vVe then vis tte d Fenny Castle Hill and took 
alignment's on the _Tor ; there is a ley jo.ining the tw,.o. W_e 
then· found the b·ase of an ancient ·crass near there.·. From . 
here we went to St teonard's .ChtirCh�Rodney Stoke , which 

· ·  

dates .·from· 11'74 and has a_nc ient yew 't re·es near. In the 
Rodr1;ey ChRpel _h�re� both,. D-oris . and _I ·had strong hum1illiling in , 
our heads as w_e do. _at .some l�Y c·entr_es ( t;hough_ by no means 
all ) . ·A·s expec{ed � I foWld this to be a good ··1ey centre. It. 
is ali gYl;ed slightly north �of east. , to �align with t:vvo tumuli� 
north of We lJ:s. Strangely enough, -the Rodri.ey Chapel was 

. 

only added in the 15th. C.entury_o 
., 

· · · 



Fr·on'·nere we c 
.
. ontinued to· Nyland. '.Hit. r,a·_main ley­

orthot'9:n1c
.
:centre/but :fo®d it .ihaccessible;both Wedtmore 

Church and the Tor were visible :from the base thoughlt 
(Hep�:int�d· :fr�m August :·1 969 is

·�-�e or Awa;eness) 

DeRr Paul9 . 

====;:::==:::;:=== ==·========= 

I found all the articles in The Ley Hunter o:f v�ry great 
interesto On Dr Cleary-Baker's comments,the question o:f ali­
gning pubs and Woolwo�rth' s etc., has been mentioned many . 
times. be:fore9 but I .d.on' t think anyone has s ucceeded in act­
ual1y ·.ct.o1:ng it! (I be'liev:e -it has been att�mpte<i tho.ugh9by 
Rt least ·one personybtit unsucces ;g:fully(). Also9the :fact that 
Aime Michel has lost interest in orthoteny does not seem to 
have any . bearing on its : authenticity" One can discover things 
but,no� un-discover them9and he"'set :forth in his book a. great 
deal of' weighty evidence :for the alignments� The only reason 
they do not appear .in such great nurnbere elsewhere is that 
concentrattons o:f s .ig.htings in. a :particular area are :fairly 
rare, and inves tigations as :· thorough as Aime Michel '$ in ·1954 · 

even rarer. That archaeologists repudiate leys is.not unusu­
al9especialiY to anyone cohcerened With IT_fOs. All · unUs"!J.al 
dis coverfes ·:are· o:ffiCial· her�sy to ·begin�Viltith. · 

. . ; . . 
' •  . 

· But .
. 
I do 8.gr·ee that,although map work is essential,there 

is little to be gained by covering ev�ry available map with 
as many. iines as one can :find�:· The r.eallY impressive disc� 
overies,like Doug Chaundy's star :patterns and. Tony Wedd's 
Cock and Hen leys 9 seem. to be made by :fl�shes·. o:f

. 
inspiration, 

and keeping. · one·' s eyes open :for 11 ttie scraps o:f 'i:q.:fo_rmation. 
which may :fit into the :picture. For instance, there ·is the 
case. o:f the s.ighting ·at San Jose de Valderas, reported in the 
recent .'S.ept/Oct. iss ue o:f . Flying Saucer Review·. This is· report.ed 
to have �executed -a :f-alling-lea:f motion;as other sightings in · 

Aime Michel ' ·s book, But in this case it was· over an ancient 
C8.Stle. • .  o o:o 

Jimmy·Goddard. 

SCIENCE· FICTION· SECTION 

ON THE GRES T OF .f:. NEVV WAVE 
. -by-

Paul Screeton 

He said it himself: "Au revoir, jewelled alligators and'· 
white hotels ,hallucinatory :fores ts,:farewell." 



1 0� 
.b.t:t J.,GoBallard has not changed all _that much :f{)r all 

the novelty and notoriety of his mos·t recent expertmental 
pieces. 

· 

His obsession with Time rems.ins and his landscapes still 
have a surre�l natureo However,his largely cardboard :fictio­
nal characters have been supplanted by cult figures such as 
John F. Kennedy,Ronald Reagan,Major Eatherly and Shirley 
Temple,whom he sees as being "fictional" characters by thei·r 
distortion through mass media,and he uses. them :frequently 
in situations which support a parallel time sequence where 
they also exist in even more bizarre roles than those o:f 
"real life." 

There is also a shift towards inclusion - often -as the 
prime :factor - of sex. Humour too is riow included,usuallY 
blue,connected with sez,or black9a:s ·:f.n "The Assassirta'f!lion 
of John Fit·zgerald Kenriedy Considered As a Downhill Motor 
Race.'' 

· 

. The alligators have metamorphosed into Ronald Reagan, 
the· white hotels still stand but in Dealey Plaza,Da1las9and 
the hallucinatory forests are nowr in S., E. Asia. Karen 
Novoi:hiy's body moves on dunes where sandrays once menaced9 
and Rll the be8.ches Rnd deltas of earlier.years converge on 
the Mekong� 

· · 

�he nightmare is deeper in the recent plotless pieces 
where Vietcong dead titilate TV viewers9presence of ; 
EBtherly,the eroded body of Ma:tilyn Monroe and fire-ravaged 
Astronauts� ... 

. Just s-am�le: "THE SERIAL ANGELS. Undisturbed now ·the 
vaporising :figures of the de8.d astronauts diffused across 
the launching· grounds9recre8.ted in the leg stances of a 
hund:e-ed .stRrlets 9 in a thousand bent auto-fenders, in the 
million instRlment deaths_ of the sepial magazines."-

His. imagination is vital - is NOW. I had intendyd writ­
ing a retrospective: piec.e about his ·storie-s of mants place 
iil the flow of time through the universe� stories of bi:Cth 
and deat:h,sound9e:ffects.otl ecology,cataclysms,persistence. 
of the ·. sea.·.· .... his debt to surrealist j_c art 9 antagonism of 
the Arts Council and American Embassy and his notorious 
advertisement. Give a potted biography. But the point I 
prefer to make is that. Jim Ba1Iard. now deals in the. nastier 
side of life ·- the things most of us find unreal. By 
imbuing them with a dreamlike quality - "By·day the 
overflight of B-52s/Crossed. the wounded landscape of the 
delta" - we feel the horror of Vie-tnam; - "the eroded 
bre:::tsts of Marilyn Monroe" - the intransigence of flesh, 
form and beauty; - "the incinerated musculatures of the 
three astronauts" - thRt the space programme is not all 
glory. 

• 

.• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

r-· 
His people are symbols9his world is chiefly one of 

chaott», 1'he idee� being9Ba1Iard says9t� .produce "a flux of 
·apparently random events which have no connection with 

one · another9 thus ref1ec'ting the texture of ordinar.y 
1 if e. n 

Of such as Jacc;_ueline Onassis he told the '�unday 
Times":"I exploit these global fictional characters9 
letting my imagination p:r.ay over·· them. They are pErople 
rich enough to buy mass media·9public ity 9 television9 
project themselves as fictional characters,and I try to 
write about them as such .. " 

He toid "Penthouse:":"S.F, is the apocalyptic liter� 
ature of the 20th., Century. It of:f'ers R complete alter­
mntive way of life to contemporary society9backed by 
the authority of science. It is the only literature 
th8t looks forward•" 

Ba11Rrd's original cartography of inner space re­
veaTe� man's potential. His present interest being in 
the actual sordidness of man's sexual -and brutal urges·9 
and carving for heroes and villains emphasizes howr man 
J.s still in his universal infancy. 

REVIEWS: 

---1---

"THE BEST OF SCI-FL. 5" 
Edited by Judith Merril 

Anthologies9by their very nature9are never whollY 
se.tisfc:ctory - though. of course almost all collections 
by one author are uneven and. all novels have some ele­
ment which the reader feels _could.hRve been improved 
up.on .. -However wide the range from which the ultimate 
choice· of' stories in an anthology is made from9 each 
reA-der will find a few items not entirely to his taste. 

I would agree that Judith Merril is worthy of S.F. 
re:=:tders's respect in her abil i ty to note the glint of 
the gems Rmong the greRt mass of S .F. being published9 
b�t I find her commentaries9which precede the stories9 
irritating. The rAnge here is wide and the only choices 
I h�ve revulsion for are the brief snatches of verse. 

' 

My ffl.vourite selection is J.G.Ballard's "The Sound 
Sweep9 '!and my bias is probably due to an enormous 
admi�ntion for this writer. This particular story is 
the on1y one of BR11ard' s where e.ny character rises 
2bove the cardboard level and seems endowed with real 
life. The char8cter being Madame Gioconda,who "ranted 
on nastily in a· clouCL of purple cigarette smoke9a large 
seedy Witch." 

"Mariana9 ''by Fri tz. Leiber9 is a story whose theme is 
well suited to Baliard too and l would like to see how 
he would have handled it .. The ·ntmosphere is carefullY 
evoked and the drama is played. to the end·faultlessly. 

11 e 



I �· .. 

"Flowers f"'r Algerno:R,"by D�niel Keyes,has a them �_uhich hne. since been d cvel Gped ··more fu11Y by Thomas e 

JV1� -Die,ch t'n 11Cnmp C qncentra t ion , 1ttpough Disch has s:tated 
·that before wr:lting his novel he ;purposely· avoided read­

ing this-. 88rly -cl6ss·ic in cas·e ·it in:fluenc'ed. himo 

I hr:.:.ve a1wnys been impressed by the fl at-earthers 's 
undying belief in the. id.ea that our -�planet is not a 
sphere but 1 ike a table:, and· have nev�r been abl e to 
comprehend their P,rg1L"Tlents. Roger Price· has �vritten: a 
short piece denigrAting their beliefs in "An Inquiry 
Concerning The Curvature ef The Earth's Surface And 
Divers Invest ig·ations Of A Met.a:physical Nature. n 

Other pieces in this hefty book,which has been 
reprinted ··so mc:1ny times sin.,ce- 1960 as, to be a mple 
proof of its worth,are by Ray.Bradbury,Damon Knight, 
Avram Dr1vfdson,Cordwainer s:mith,Carol Emshwtller and 
many others" The most recent reprint has a ·new cov er-·. 
(Mayflower 9 5so ) o 

.. • • 0 • 

THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS· 

By Ursula · ·K. LeGuin · .  

Just how far can one dr aw analogies between Mrs 
LeGuin ' s plAn�t Winter 8.nd our· own· ERrth? There are 
two ma jor appnrent differences. Winter has .a semi­
·r'.rctic climate so one wo:ader s  whether Earth is in an 
unhn.ppy stnte of the Winter of · its ex istence • • • •  w.-ith 
the cold war likely to destroy it •. OnWinter-.there·i-s a 
border dispute bet\¥een the two opposing factions ·and. it 
is over a Sinoth V81ley - echoes. of Sino-Soviet tension • 

.r'\nd -there is only one sex on Winter --:- is this a sug gest ..:.. 

ion that with boys growing hRir long and wearing fril1S9 
".nd girls h:'.ving short ,hair and weRring jeans, and the 
.":rriv:-1.1 of unisex cl othes , there is a movement towards 
Ea.rthly andr ogyhi ty. · 

Two years n:rter his P-rrival on Winter,the Envoy is 
given 8n · n udienc e with the mad king who9though believing 
the Envoy· to be the first extrR-terrestrial on his planet� 
mistrusts ·the 81lin.nce· of pl8.nets he is 2.sked. to join. 
There is plenty o� similar mistrust between sm8ll and 
lnrge. nations on E�rth. 

Analogi�s or no Rnal6g1es,the .book suggests a stra�ge 
b?J�ln.nce 

_
between mediaevfll ·times 9th� ·-present and the future<J 

.A dominRnt fnctor. in the book and the rult?r of the 
populAtion's ·life is the environment, the cold� a crueller 
enemy thalll. 8. humRn foe·. ·The cltmate and-ambisexuality 
mn kes 8 fRscinating backc'loth·. ·rt P.lso has philosophical 
undertones and the sequence with the Foretellers is a 

probe into the n�ture of questions man most r'equir es ans­
wered. As in the b e st S.F!' the difference in environment 
from Our World iS dif�erentiRted Clearly in long passages 
which though· holding up the. action do·-not detract from the 

. book's , �ower � A gripping winter ' s tale. ( Macdonald, 30s. ) . 

• 

' 


